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R 151 100Z MAY 75 
FM AMEMBASSY NICOSIA 
TO SECSTATE WASHDC 1673 
INFO AMEMBASSY ANKARA 
AMEMBASSY ATHENS 
AMEMBASSY LONDON 
USMISSION USUN 
AMEMBASSY VIENNA 

UNCLAS NICOSIA 1623 

E. O. 11652: N/A 
TAGS: PINT PFOR TU GR 

SUBJECT: DENKTASH EXPLAINS POSTPONEMENT 

REF: NICOSIA 1602 

1. EVENING MAY 14, TURK CYPRIOT LEADER RAUF DENKTASH ANNOUNCED 
THAT CONSTITUENT ASSEMBLY HAD AGREED, IN PRINCIPLE, TO POST- 
PONE REFERENDUM ON NEW CONSTITUTION UNTIL JUNE 8. HE SAID 
POSTPONEMENT WOULD ALLOW ASSEMBLY POSSIBILITY OF ENABLING 
TURK CYPRIOTS LIVING IN TURKEY, BRITAIN, AND IN GREEK CYPRUS 

TO PARTICIPATE IN REFERENDUM. DENKTASH DENIED POSTPONEMENT 
RESULT OF PRESSURE BY USG, HMG, GOT, OR GOG. 

2. CONSTITUENT ASSEMBLY SCHEDULED MEET MAY 16 TO ADOPT 
"CONSTITUTIONAL AMENDMENT" POSTPONING REFERENDUM. 
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